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THE FAIRNESS DOCTRINE OF TRUTH      
2 Timothy 4:1-5 

 
NIV 2 Timothy 4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living 
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 
 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage-- with great patience and careful instruction. 
 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say 
what their itching ears want to hear. 
 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
 

I. The Reality of Rejection 
 
A.  People will reject the Gospel and spiritual truth 

3 “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.” 4 
“They will turn their ears away from the truth” 

 
NAS 2 Timothy 4:3  “but wanting to have their ears tickled”  

 
 B. People will embrace matters of preference, curiosity and deception.   

3 “…they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say  what their 
itching ears want to hear.  4 They will…turn aside to myths. 

 
II. The Resolve for Rejection 

 
A. Preparation  
 2 “”Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season  
B. Performance   
 5 “do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry”. 
C.  Perseverance  
 5 “But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship” 
D. Prophecy 
 1 “in view of his appearing and his kingdom” 
 
Christians have always been confronted by challenging times of rejection and 
persecution. In fact Paul predicted it and especially as the days grow increasingly evil.  
Yet, it is in the midst of those times that the Gospel is most desperately needed. We 
must therefore heed the “charge” of Paul to not lose heart but increase our resolve to 
endure and do the work of an evangelist, as the body of Christ bringing life changing 
good news to a dying world…even if they oppose and reject it!  
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